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*ap C.ILA. Aide Quits; |
New Official Is Named

. Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 4 — Presi-
dent Reagan today accepted the resig-
naton of John N. McMahon, the sec-
ond-ranking official at the Central.In- |

- tefligence.Agency,and-replaced him'
ﬁ ith Robert M. Gates, the agency’s
puty-Director-for.Intetligence.

e White House said in a statement
that Mr. McMahon, a 34-year veteran
of {the agency, was leaving effective
March 29 for personal reasons.

: a letter to Mr. Reagan, Mr. .
MéMahon said only that he had
“‘rgached a stage where I should move
onj”’

@fficials said that Mr. McMahon, 56

. years old, has been talking about retir-
ing from the agency for more than a
year. He has held the post of Deputy Di-
reqtor of Central Intelligence since
Juhe 1982. )

Members of the House and Senate
Cofnmittees that oversee the C.I.A.
haye said they could trust Mr. -
McMahon, an experienced intelligence
offjcer who had spent his entire profes-
siognal career with the agency.

Since 1982, Mr. Gates has headed the
ageéncy’s intelligence directorate, the
paxt of the C.I.A. that analyzes all of
thd information gathered by American
intelligence agencies. His nomination
is 4ubject to Senate confirmation.

After joining the agency in 1966 as an
intelligence analyst, Mr. Gates worked
on strategic arms issues. In 1974, he
was named to the staff of the National
Sedurity Council, where he served be-
fore returning tothe C.I.A. in 1980 as an
aidp to Adm: Stansfield Turner, Presi-
dent Carter’s Director of Central Intel-
ligence. He later became the national
intglligence officer for the Soviet
Uni'on.
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